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Agenda 

 Ben Mokry 
◦ How to document in the LIHTC 
application your intent to serve 
Olmstead-eligible population 

 Veronica Vaughan 
◦ Department of Mental Health role 
in supporting community mental 
health services 

 Stephanie Berry/Nena Williams 
◦ Region 8 Mental Health Center 
role in providing services to 
community residents 

 Questions 



CHOICE 

 “Creating Housing Options in 
Communities for Everyone” 

 Olmstead v. L.C 1999 
◦ unjustified segregation of persons 

with disabilities constitutes 
discrimination in violation of title II of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
◦ public entities must provide 

community-based services to 
persons with disabilities when  
 (1) such services are appropriate;  
 (2) the affected persons do not oppose 

community-based treatment; and  
 (3) community-based services can be 

reasonably accommodated, taking into 
account the resources available to the 
public entity and the needs of others 
who are receiving disability services 
from the entity. 



Mississippi Actions 

 MS Attorney General and US 
Department of Justice – August 
2014 Letter Agreement 

 Priorities for Olmstead Plan 
◦ Individuals with disabilities or 

individuals with serious mental 
illnesses who: 
◦ Priority 1: Are being discharged from 

a State psychiatric hospital or 
intermediate care facility or nursing 
home after stays >90 days 
◦ Priority 2: Discharged from state 

hospital last 2 years and: 
 Multiple hospital visits 
 Arrested or incarcerated due to 

conduct related to mental illness 
 Homeless 1 year or multiple bouts of 

homelessness in last 3 years 
◦ Priority 3: Are chronically homeless 

by HUD definition (Hearth Act) 
 
 

 



Mississippi Actions 

 MHC-DMH-Community Mental 
Health Centers - “The referral 
network” 
◦ Responsible for identifying eligible 
individuals 
◦ Making referrals to properties with 
vacancies 

 LIHTC 
◦ Encourage development of units 
targeting 30% AMI households 
◦ $2m HOME 2015 and 2016 funds 
to LIHTC developments serving 
Olmstead-eligible population 
 



Selection Criteria 
p 63 - Private Owner 
Deeper Targeting Rental 
Assistance  
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Documentation 
Required 

 At Application 
◦ Items 1 & 2 - Elect to provide units 

pp A10, A11, A21 of LIHTC 
application 
◦ Item 6 - Show subsidy to be 

provided on unit information section, 
p A22 

 At Reservation 
◦ Item 4 - Provide copy of executed 

Memorandum of Understanding 
between designated representatives 
of:  Developer, Property Management 
Agent, and Community Mental Health 
Center (CMHC) 

 Before Rent Up 
◦ Item 3 – List with MS 

HousingSearch.org 
◦ Reach out to area CMHC 



Documentation p A10 



Documentation p A11 



Documentation pA21 



Documentation p A22 



Item 15 – Special Needs 
Housing  
(p 70-71 Addendum A) 
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Items 1-3 Special 
Needs Housing 

 At Application - Market Study, 
Marketing Plan, Service Delivery 
Plan 

 Contact area Community Mental 
Health Center 
◦ What is need for housing for clients 

in proposed site 
◦ Unit size needs 
◦ Income opportunity to grow as 

stability strengthens 
◦ Development’s ability to offer rental 

assistance internal cash, HUD PBV, 
PBRA, etc. 
◦ What services should the complex 

offer 
◦ Other… 

 
 



Items 4-5-6 
MSHousingSearch.org 

 Before Rent-Up  
◦ Sign up for MSHousingSearch.org 
◦ Select “Mental Health Consumers” 
◦ Contact CMHC in advance of rent-
up, establish relationship  

 After Rent-Up 
◦ Property manager keeps vacancy 
status up to date 
◦ Property manager will not need to 
maintain records for this item 
 MSHousingSearch.org will give MHC 
a report on historical listing activity 
by the property when needed by 
MHC compliance review  



Item 5 & 6 
MSHousingSearch.org 



MSHousingSearch.org 





Example Provisions for 
MOU between Property 
and Community Mental 
Health Center 



 
Creating Housing Options in Communities for Everyone 

 
Property Owners and Property Mangers 
Committing Units to Serve Olmstead Eligible Resident 

Suggested Provisions for Memorandum of Understanding 
With Community Mental Health Center and Mississippi Home Corporation 

 
Requirements of Landlords 

1. Maintain current vacancy information in www.MSHousingSearch.org.  When registering 
the property in MSHousingSearch.org, the development must complete the section on the 
“Special Needs Populations: (private) page,” and checking at least the “Mental Health 
Consumer” option.  

2. Identify property Point of Contact (POC) for matters dealing with the local Community 
Mental Health Center (CMHC) and MHC. 

3. Responsibilities of the property’s POC  

• Establish contact with CMHC POC and notify the CMHC of changes in the 
property POC. 

• Respond to inquiries and requests for assistance received from CMHC 
regarding prospective or current CHOICE tenants.  

• Incidents/grievances involving CHOICE tenant that risk tenant’s continued 
occupancy of the unit:  

o Report incident to CMHC POC as soon as possible, but no longer than 
24 hours, if the incident cannot be resolved through normal property 
management procedures  

o If situation cannot be resolved with assistance from CMHC POC, 
notify POC at Mississippi Department of Mental Health and MHC. 

• Report any occupancy changes of tenant’s unit to CMHC POC, such as 
number of people living in the unit 

• Rent reasonableness will be conducted to ensure that rents charged by owners 
to Housing CHOICE Voucher program participants are reasonable.  

4. Make reasonable effort to accommodate individuals whose mental illness contributed to 
incarceration or related events that may bar the individual from renting in the property 
under the rental policy of the property.  Specifically, agree to take into account 
information provided by the CMHC that treatment and services it is providing the 
individual will enable the individual to meet occupancy requirements required of any 
other tenant.  

5. Maintain confidentiality regarding individuals renting units designated as serving 
residents under the Olmstead Imitative. 
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Requirements of Community Mental Health Center 
 

1. Establish Point of Contact (POC) who will work with landlords and property managers 
offering units for CHOICE eligible residents. 

2. Review background check information on eligible tenants in advance of housing search 
that may be flagged in property management tenant eligibility criteria.  Work with 
prospective tenant and property management to resolve inaccuracies and develop 
remediation steps to enable resident to meet occupancy requirements expected of any 
other tenant.  

3. Respond to property managers within mutually agreed timeframe if notified of 
incidents/grievances involving CHOICE tenant that risk tenant’s continued occupancy of 
the unit. 

4. Provide housing search assistance to individual and assist in meeting documentation and 
other requirements for occupancy. 

5. Maintain waiting list of qualified individuals who can be referred to property when 
vacancy in an Olmstead targeted unit becomes available. 
 

Requirements of Mississippi Home Corporation 
1. Support PHAs and CMHCs in responding to owner/property manager concerns regarding 

tenant-level events or services offered through the supported housing initiative.  
2.  Promoted statewide coordinated effort on supported housing by working with state 

agencies, service providers, and consumer groups. 

February 3, 2016 



Applicants will be assisted in order 
of the following priority:
Priority 1:  Individuals being discharged from a State 
psychiatric hospital after a stay of more than ninety (90) days; 
or, nursing facility, or intermediate care facility for individuals 
with intellectual disabilities after a stay of more than ninety 
(90) days; or
Priority 2: Individuals who have been discharged from a State 
psychiatric hospital within the last two (2) years and;

•	 Had multiple hospital visits in the last year due to 		
		 mental illness; or
•	 Are known to the mental health or state housing 		
		 agency to have been arrested or incarcerated in the 	
		 last year due to conduct related to mental illness; or
•	 Are known to the mental health or state housing 		
		 agency to have been homeless for (1) full year or 		
		 have had four (4) or more episodes of homelessness 	
		 in the last three (3) years.

Priority 3: Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence and includes a subset for an individual 
who is exiting an institution where he or she resided for ninety 
(90) days or less and who resides in an emergency shelter or 
a place not meant for human habitation immediately before 
entering that situation.

Creating Housing Options In Communities for Everyone
A Partnership between Mississippi Home Corporation, 

Mississippi Department of Health, Mississippi Division of 
Medicaid, and Mississippi’s Community Mental Health 

Centers

CHOICE provides rental assistance to make housing affordable 
for individuals with serious mental illness.  Community Mental 
Health Centers provide services appropriate to the individual 
based on their individual needs.  

For more information contact your local 
Community Mental Health Center

MISSISSIPPI  HOME  CORPORATION    /    735 Riverside Drive    /    Jackson, MS 39202    /    601.718.4642    /    www.mshomecorp.com

ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE UNDER CHOICE
•	 Rental assistance  

•	 Tenants pay 15% of income toward rent.
•	 If a person is employed and rent is 30% or less of gross 		
	 income, rent assistance is not available under CHOICE.
•	 CHOICE pays 100% of rent if tenant has applied for 		
	 Supplemental Security Income or Supplemental Security 		
	 Disability Income but benefits have not started at the time 		
	 the individual moves into housing.  

•	 Guided assistance to find suitable housing using www.
mshousingsearch.com.

•	 The individual will be reviewed for eligibility for HUD Housing 
Choice Voucher or Public Housing which may affect the length of 
time CHOICE assistance will be provided.

•	 Depending on individual need, CHOICE may also cover: 
•	 Rental application fee
•	 Rental security deposit
•	 Rental arrears

•	 Utility deposit
•	 Utility arrears

The individual will be reviewed for eligibility under Emergency 
Solutions Grant (ESG) program and Housing Opportunities 
for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) grant program.  Eligibility 
for these programs may reduce assistance provided under 
CHOICE.  These programs may provide one or more of the 
following services: 
•	 Job search assistance
•	 Financial management
•	 Negotiations with landlords

•	 Transportation, if available
•	 Transition assistance
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